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Over the two years of study, learners must: 

AO1 
Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance 
 
AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live performance 
 
AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of others. 
 
 
The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Drama offers a broad and coherent course of study, which enables learners to: 
LI1 apply knowledge and understanding when making, performing and responding to drama 
LI2 explore performance texts, understanding their social, cultural and historical context including the theatrical conventions of the period in which they were 

created 
LI3 develop a range of theatrical skills and apply them to create performances 
LI4 work collaboratively to generate, develop and communicate ideas 
LI5 develop as creative, effective, independent and reflective learners able to make informed choices in process and performance 
LI6 contribute as an individual to a theatrical performance 
LI7 reflect on and evaluate their own work and that of others 
LI8 develop an awareness and understanding of the roles and processes undertaken in contemporary professional theatre practice 
LI9 adopt safe working practices.
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Practical 
 Year 10  Intent 
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Introduction to Devising: 
- Dramatic Devices 
- Structure 
- Character 

 AO1 
Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for 
theatrical performance 
 
Students will explore dramatic devices, explore structure 
and narrative and participate in character development 
activities throughout their first term, developing their 
understanding of how performances are built and 
developed in a collaborative process. 
 
AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live 
performance 
 
Students will develop their theatrical skills to realise 
performances that focus on themes, explore relationships 
and communicate their chosen meanings to an audience. 
 
AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama 
and theatre is developed and performed. 
 
Students will focus on the process of creating and 
developing theatre from a range of stimuli.  
  Devising – stimuli – character – caricature – warm up -  
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Working with Script 
- Practitioner 1 
Stanislavski 

 AO1 
Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for 
theatrical performance 
 
Students will explore Stanislaksian techniques, looking into 
character development within naturalistic theatre. 
Students will explore its origins in melodrama, the 
developments Stanislavski made in adapting the theatre 
practices of the time to create his ‘method’. 
 
AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live 
performance 
 
Students will work with a play chosen by the teacher 
(adapted to cohort) and demonstrate Stanislavskian 
techniques in rehearsal and performance. 
 

 

Action – objectives – super objectives – beat – back story – pace – pause – pitch –
tempo – rhythm – subtext – motivation – proscenium – naturalism – imagination – 
fourth wall. 
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Working with Stimuli 
- Practitioner 2 

Brecht 
 
 

 

 AO1 
Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for 
theatrical performance 
AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama 
and theatre is developed and performed 
 
Students will explore Brechtian techniques, developing a 
sound understanding of the verfremdungseffect. Students 
will explore Brecht’s political beliefs, the developments 
Brecht made in adapting the theatre practices of the time 
to create his style of performance. Students will participate 
in the creation of a ‘change’ piece of theatre. 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of 
others. 
 
Students will participate as audience members (virtually) 
evaluating the use of Brechtian techniques to create 
meaning. Students will evaluate their own final assessment 
and how they have realised their artistic intentions, using 
Brecht as an influence. 
 

 

Alienation – caricature – epic theatre – role reversal – alter ego – flashback – sculpting 
–tableaux – composite set – symbolism – motif – political theatre 
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Scripted Mock 
- Practitioner 3 

 
Students will be introduced 
to a 3rd practitioner of a 
contrasting style 
(dependent on cohort)  

 

 AO1 
Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for 
theatrical performance 
 
Students will participate in a scripted exam using 
Stanislavski, Brecht or a 3rd practitioner (if applicable).  
 
AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live 
performance.  
 
Students will examine their chosen practitioner and 
explain how their artistic intentions are being portrayed in 
their performance. Students will complete a mock comp2 
artistic intentions form. 
 
AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama 
and theatre is developed and performed 

 

 

Genre – style – artistic intentions – staging style – audience – proxemics – level - 
status 
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Component 1 – 
Devising workshop 
 
 
40% of final grade. 

 AO1 
Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for 
theatrical performance 
 
Students will begin to prepare for their final Component 1 
performance. They will be introduced to the stimuli set by 
the exam board and participate in workshops to develop 
ideas. Students will focus on a NON-NATURALISTIC 
practitioner in this Component. 
Students will begin to document their processes in a 
creative log. 
 
AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live 
performance 
 
Students will begin to refine their practitioner style and 
embed a range of techniques keeping within their artistic 
intentions. 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of 
others. 
 

Students will be encouraged to constructively criticize their 
own and the work of their peers throughout the 
development of their piece, ensuring they evaluate the 
effectiveness of theatrical techniques and the 
communication of performance with their audience. 
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Component 1 – 
Devising Workshop 
-Final performance 

 AO1 
Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for 
theatrical performance 
 
Students will finalise their ideas ready for assessment at 
the end of this term. 
 
AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions in live 
performance 
 
Students will identify their main theatrical skills and 
techniques to focus on in their supporting evidence.  
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the work of 
others. 
 
Students will continue to peer/self evaluate throughout 
this term. 
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Theory 

 Year 10  Intent 
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   Theory to support practical work. 
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Component 3 
- Section A 

(Performance) 

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
 
Students will study a set text (set by the exam 
board). 
Students will develop their knowledge of 
character motivation and development and 
explore both practically and as a written 
question. Students will focus on the vocal and 
physical skills needed to portray the character.  
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 
 
Students will participate as an audience member 
in either a live or streamed production of their 
set text and will make connections between their 
theory and practice – evaluating the success of 
the actors in portraying the character’s 
motivation.  

 

Dramatic irony – dramatic tension – aside – monologue – genre – 
climax – narrator – narration – character –realism – traverse – 
thrust – arena 
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Component 3 
- Section B 

(Performance) 

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
 
Students will watch a recorded production of 
Billy Elliott The Musical and study the creation 
and development of the performance. Students 
will focus on building their understanding of the 
play’s context, the playwright’s intentions and 
the subsequent character development.  
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 

 
Students will focus on the character of Billy and 
Mrs Wilkinson. Students will identify two key 
scenes for each character and analyse and 
evaluate the character motivation, skills and 
ability to communicate meaning. Students will 
explain whether they believe the character 
portrayal was successful.  

 

Genre – status – context – musical – class – subtext – physical 
theatre – dance drama – dramatic tension – chorus/chorus work  
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Component 3 
- Section A 

(Design) 

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed. 
 
Students will continue to study their set text, 
however now focussing on design elements: 
lighting, sound, costume and set. Students will 
now have a sound understanding of character 
and playwright intention and will develop this 
through their use of production elements 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 

 
Students will analyse and evaluate the live 
productions they have seen and use these as 

influences in their own work.  

 

Soundscape – lighting types – colour – volume – set piece – back 
drop – cyclorama – period – texture – garment  
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Component 3 
- Section B 

(Design) 

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
 
Students will watch Jesus Christ Superstar Arena 
Tour. Students will demonstrate their knowledge 
of design in their set text studies and identify 
how production elements have been used to 
communicate meaning in this production. 
Students will explore their own understanding of 
the narrative and how the performance links 
performance and design together to make 
coherent theatre. 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 

 
Students will analyse the effectiveness of 
Laurence Connor (director), Mark Fisher (Set 
design) and Patrick Woodroffe (lighting design) in 
modernising the production for a contemporary 
audience. Students will identify two key 
moments of use of lighting, set and sound and 
analyse their success.  

 

Soundscape – lighting types – colour – volume – set piece – back 
drop – cyclorama – period – texture – garment 
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Practical 
 Year 11  Intent 
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Component 1 
Exam (Mop up) 
 
Students will complete their 
Component 1 exam if unable 
to complete at the end of 
year 10. 

 AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions 
in live performance 
 
Students will perform their final realisation for 
Component 1 (if applicable) or follow the 
‘Theory’ section of this curriculum map. 
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Component 1 
Supporting Evidence 
and Evaluation 
 
Evaluation to take place 
during Year 11 mock exam 
period. 

 AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 
 
This term is ring fenced for completing Creative 
Log coursework and completing the Component 
1 evaluation. Students will re-watch their 
performances and work with the teacher to 
identify strengths and areas of improvement. 
 
Students will be allocated time to complete their 
Creative Logs with final submission being at the 
end of Advent 2.  
 
If students complete this coursework sooner, 
students will continue to develop their 
knowledge of their Component 3. 

  

L
e

n
t 
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Component 2 
- Rehearsal  

 AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions 
in live performance 

 
Students will be introduced to their Component 2 
scripts and will begin researching the play, 
playwrights and context. Students will identify 
which practitioner they believe links with the text 
and how they intent to portray the character. 
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Component 2 
- Rehearsal/Exam 

 AO2 
Apply theatrical skills to realise artistic intentions 
in live performance 

 
Students will develop their performances and 
write their artistic intentions summary. Students 
will compare and contrast their character 
portrayal between the two selected extracts, 
highlighting the differences in motivation and 
context.  
 
Students will participate in their Component 2 
exam during this term. Timing of this will vary. 
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Component 3 
- Revision 

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
 
Students will revise their set text in preparation 
for their summer examinations. Performance and 
design focus will vary depending on needs of the 
cohort. 
Revision of Theatre review essential. 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 

 
Revision of Theatre review essential. Recap on 
Billy Elliott for performance and JCS for design. 
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Summer exam season 

  
 
 
Summer exam season 
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Theory 

 Year 11  Intent 
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Component 1 
Supporting Evidence 
and Evaluation 
 
Evaluation to take place 
during Year 11 mock exam 
period. 

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
 
Students to finalise their creative logs for 
submission. 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 
 

Students will watch their pieces and evaluate 
their performance. Students will identify whether 
their use of theatrical techniques were 
successful, their own use of performance skills 
and whether their individual contribution was 
successful. Students will write a mock evaluation, 
receive feedback and develop notes/structure to 
take in to their evaluation exam. 
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Component 1 
Supporting Evidence 
and Evaluation 
 
Evaluation to take place 
during Year 11 mock exam 
period. 

 AO1/AO2/AO3/AO4 
 
This term is ring fenced for completing Creative 
Log coursework and completing the Component 
1 evaluation. Students will re-watch their 
performances and work with the teacher to 
identify strengths and areas of improvement. 
 
Students will be allocated time to complete their 
Creative Logs with final submission being at the 
end of Advent 2.  
 
If students complete this coursework sooner, 
students will continue to develop their 
knowledge of their Component 3. 

  



KS4 Curriculum Map: Drama 

 

<<2020/2021>>                                                                                                                                                            
  Page 13 

 

L
e

n
t 

1
 

Component 3 
- Section B 

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 
 
Re-watch Jesus Christ Superstar key scenes. 
Revision on Design elements and developing 
understanding and confidence of the written 
exam structure. 
Re-watch Billy Elliott key scenes. Revision on 
Performance Skills and develop further 
understanding and confidence in the written 
exam structure. 
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Component 3 
Section  

 AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 

 
Revisit character relationship and development. 
Revisit original production. Revision through 
practical exploration, using their experiences in 
both Component 1 and Component 2 to develop 
their understanding of interpreting the set text 
for performance 
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  AO3 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
how drama and theatre is developed and 
performed 
 
Students will revise their set text in preparation 
for their summer examinations. Performance and 
design focus will vary depending on needs of the 
cohort. 
Revision of Theatre review essential. 
 
AO4 
Analyse and evaluate their own work and the 
work of others. 

 
Revision of Theatre review essential. Recap on 
Billy Elliott for performance and JCS for design. 
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Summer exam season 

  
 
Summer exam season 

  


